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Areas of L.A Most Affected By Crime
Despite the fact that police have been tirelessly trying to stem the sudden increase of killings crime in Los Angeles has been on the rise. Los Angeles is well known for its dark times in the 1990s. A record was set in 1992 when the number of homicides in the county was reported at 2589.  Although the riots witnessed in the county in that year had an impact of the number, the fact is that crime was at its worst in the streets of Los Angeles in the better part of the decade (Chang & Lau, 2016). A report of the crime over the past 5 years paints a clear picture of the crime story of the county and its neighborhood. 
The crime rate in Los Angeles is said to have recorded a rise for the third year in a row. However, statistics show that the city can be termed to be far safer as compared to a decade ago when crime was about 50 percent than 2016. The homicides recorded in 2016 indicate that more than 290 people lost their lives in the hands of criminal gangs. In 2012, the number of homicides reported in the county of Los Angeles was slightly higher than 2016, where according to Los Angeles Police Department, 299 people were killed (Romero, 2016). 
The year 2013 was cited by the New York Daily News as the safest in a row of about ten years when the city recorded the least number of killings. Actually, according to NYDN, L.A. was the safest big city in America, having recorded only 251 deaths. From 2013 to 2016, the county has been experiencing an increasing rate of killings where the numbers seem to have been increasing significantly.  In 2014, the number rose from 251 to above 260. The trend continued in 2015 which saw the number again increasing to above 280 homicides and lastly, it rose to more than 290 in 2016 (Chang & Lau, 2016). 
However, crime has not just been witnessed in Los Angeles city alone, but some of its neighborhood cities have greatly impacted the number. For example, Chesterfield Square, which is in the South of Los Angeles, has been reporting high numbers of crime. According to the data from all security departments in Los Angeles, the crimes reported between March and September 2017 are more than 120. This is the highest number compared to the nearby cities like Harvard Park, Vermont Square, Hyde Park and Manchester Square (Esfandi, 2017). 
In terms of crimes recorded, Harvard Park is better than Chesterfield Square because in the past six months, it has had a rate of about 381 crimes per 10000 people. Although it is lower than Chesterfield Square, the rate is significantly higher than the other neighboring cities. The crime rates have been quite low in Vermont Knolls, Vermont Vista and Vermont-Slauson. Nevertheless, the numbers are not small considering that majority of the lives lost belong to innocent citizens. Although the crime rate in Los Angeles is quite high, there are other cities in the United States which are badly hit. According to Protection 1, twice in a minute, a person in America is brutally attacked. Fortunately, statistics show that Los Angles is one of the cities where such is not common (Esfandi, 2017). 
In conclusion, the number of homicides in Los Angeles has been high since 2012 despite the fact that in 2013, it significantly dropped. In 2014, the numbers increased by 10 percent and by 38 percent in 2015. In 2016, the numbers were the highest compared to the last 5 years. However, despite the increase, compared to a decade ago, the crime rate can be said to have decreased by about forty five percent. 

Crimes reported in the neighborhood in the past five years



[bookmark: _GoBack]References
Chang, C. & Lau, M. (2016). Violent crime in L.A. jumps for third straight year as police deal with gang, homeless issues. Los Angeles Times. Retrieved from: http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-crime-stats-20161227-story.html
Esfandi, S. (2017). 50 Most Dangerous Areas in Los Angeles for Violent Crime. Criminal Defense  Special Report . Retrieved from: http://esfandilawfirm.com/most-dangerous-neighborhoods-los-angeles/
http://maps.latimes.com/crime/ 
Romero, D. (2016). Despite Recent Spike, Crime in L.A. Ain't What it Used to Be. LAweekly. Retrieved from: http://www.laweekly.com/news/despite-recent-spike-crime-in-la-aint-what-it-used-to-be-7074803





Los Angeles Homicides
2012	2013	2014	2015	2016	299	251	260	283	294	Years
Crimes Reported
Crimes in neghborhod

Chesterfield Square	Harvard Park	Vermont Vista	Vermont Knolls	Green Meadows	
Chesterfield Square	Harvard Park	Vermont Vista	Vermont Knolls	Green Meadows	199	184	147	140	124	Chesterfield Square	Harvard Park	Vermont Vista	Vermont Knolls	Green Meadows	Cities


Crimes per 10000 people


